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Investigation between Legislation and Practice: A Study on the Role
of the Federal Board of Supreme Audit

Abstract:

Financial and administrative investigation constitutes one of the essential tools for ensuring the integrity of public
administration and protecting public funds from waste and violations. The Iraqi legislator has granted the Federal
Board of Supreme Audit significant powers in this field, based on the Constitution and relevant laws, foremost
among them the Board’s Law No. (31) of 2011 and the Financial Management and Public Debt Law No. (6) of
2019. However, the practical implementation of these powers reveals a clear gap between legislative provisions
and actual practice, which calls for a specialized analytical study.This research addresses the issue of financial and
administrative investigation between legislation and practice through three main sections. The first section
focuses on the legal framework of financial and administrative investigation, in terms of its concept, objectives,
and legislative basis. The second section relates to the practical application of the Federal Board of Supreme
Audit’'s powers, analyzing its actual role in investigation as reflected in its annual reports, while highlighting the
main administrative, legal, and political challenges it faces. The third section sheds light on the existing gap
between legislation and practice, offering reform proposals aimed at strengthening the Board’s independence and
enhancing its supervisory and investigative role.The research adopts the descriptive-analytical approach to the
legal texts, as well as the applied approach in analyzing the Board’s reports, in addition to some comparative
references to international experiences. It concludes that although the legal framework has established an
advanced system for financial and administrative investigation, practical application encounters obstacles that
undermine effectiveness. The study recommends strengthening the independence of the Board, providing
specialized personnel, and developing coordination mechanisms between it and judicial bodies as well as

integrity commissions.

Keywords: Financial and Administrative Investigation, Federal Board of Supreme Audit (FBSA), Legislation and

Practice, Public Administration, Financial Oversight
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